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Byrne Miller Papers, Page 2 
Biographical Note: 

Byrne Miller was born Bernice Rosalie Miller, a daughter of Fanny Meyers and Michael Miller.  She was born on November 3, 1909 in New York City, New York.   She married Duncan Miller, a Charleston, South Carolina native, in New York, twice:  secretly on May 13, 1933 while remaining at home to help support her family in the darkest days of the Great Depression and again at the Manhattan City Hall with her parents and brother, Sherman Miller, present on December 9, 1933 to serve as witnesses.  Duncan and Byrne Miller always observed the December 9, 1933 date as their wedding anniversary, never disclosing to her family the original date they legally married.  

Duncan Miller was an Alumnus of Duke University who began a long career in advertising upon his graduation.  During the early 1930s, Byrne Miller wrote for Nature Cure magazine and began reviewing dance performances for newspapers in order to be able to attend the performances while Duncan Miller concentrated on writing fiction.  Although he completed twelve novels before his death in 1993, none were published.  
Byrne’s interest in dance blossomed during the 1930s.  Her only paid professional dancing job came in 1934 under the employ of a dancing troupe called the Sara Mildred Strauss Company, an ensemble of about 20 scantily clad young women whose performance preceded the screening of a movie.  In an ironic twist of fate, her association with this group and its male dancer, Dean Goodelle, led her to modern dance training with Polly Korschein, a disciple of Harold Kreutzberg, one of the most famous expressionist modern dancers in Germany.  She was also greatly influenced by Lucas Hoving, formerly associated with Kurt Joos and the Jose Limon dance companies, and Elizabeth Rockwell, founder of the Dance Department at the High School for the Performing Arts in New York City.  
Duncan and Byrne’s first child, a daughter named Toni Alison Miller, was born in 1938; their second daughter, Jane Duncan Miller joined the family in 1941.  For a period of fifteen years, Byrne concentrated on being a wife and mother.  Shortly after Jane’s birth, Alison began to exhibit signs of mental illness that would deeply concern her mother for the rest of her life.  In order to help herself cope with the strains that mental illness causes on families, Byrne devised movement classes for mentally ill and other mentally challenged persons during the 1960s, beginning in Santa Fe and continuing in Beaufort.  
Byrne returned to dance in the mid-1950s working first with Lucas Hoving and subsequently with Elizabeth Rockwell, who had also been on a dance hiatus for family reasons.  Re-energized by her involvement with dance, Byrne not only danced with Rockwell’s company, she managed it “demonstrating her characteristic ability to fuse practicality with her passion for dance.” (“Byrne Miller: A Presenter of Parallel Passions,” by Martha Ullman West, Dance Advance, need date)  It became her artistic passion to share her love of dance with others, wherever she found herself -- even on cruises she was taking as a passenger.  
Byrne and Duncan relocated to Santa Fe, New Mexico around 1963.  It was in Santa Fe that she first founded the Byrne Miller Dance Theater while associated with St. John’s College.  The mission of the Byrne Miller Dance Theater was to teach modern dance to anyone – regardless of age, ability, educational status, race or cultural background.  Although Byrne enjoyed the active arts scene in Santa Fe, Duncan Miller missed seeing the water while living in the desert.  He longed to return to coastal South Carolina, with its marshes and salt water.  They were familiar with Beaufort because they had visited Beaufort several times during Jane’s marriage to a Marine Corps officer, stationed nearby.  They settled in Beaufort in 1969.   

After a six month bout of unexplained paralysis, Byrne Miller assembled a company of twelve dancers who began performing in 1970.  The charter for the Byrne Miller Dance Theater was not formalized until 1972 and presentations began with funding by the South Carolina Arts Commission.

In 1973, Byrne ran a pilot study for the South Carolina Arts Commission at Beaufort Elementary School to test the use of movement as a teaching tool.  For the next ten years, Byrne was a fixture within the schools, teaching, dancing, advocating for her art.  Beginning in 1974, the Byrne Miller Dance Theatre, began bringing professional ballet, modern, post-modern and contemporary dancers to Beaufort to hold public performances.  Gradually the company became a presenting company, sponsoring dance performances throughout the state of South Carolina.  
In 1991, her daughter, Jane, was killed in a car accident.  Shortly thereafter, Duncan was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease.  Byrne Miller advocated experimental and controversial treatments for Alzheimer’s Disease as recommended by Dr. Hugh H. Fundenberg, Professor of Immunology and Medicine at the Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina.  Duncan died of Alzheimer’s Disease on April 27, 1993.  The cost of caring for Duncan for nine years caused considerable financial strain for Byrne.  Health issues impacted her greatly during her final years as she grew blind and experienced cancer.  
Byrne was awarded the 1988-89 Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Award from the South Carolina Arts Commission for epitomizing “the spirit of dance” in South Carolina as an artist, teacher and arts administrator. She died in Beaufort on July 23, 2001.  Her body was donated to the Medical University of South Carolina.  
Scope and Content Note: 

The collection consists of    linear feet of material, 5 scrapbook volumes, 6 composition books, 207 photographs, 4 videotapes, 210 performance posters, dating chiefly from date to date, documenting Miller’s involvement with the art of modern dance and instruction movement.  She began a dance program at the School for Exceptional Children in the Beaufort County School District and later expanded the dance performance programs to include the elementary schools.  She was the founder of the Byrne Miller Dance Theatre which brought professional dancers and dance companies to perform and often to teach master classes in dance.  
Much of the collection has been photocopied onto archival bond paper.  When we kept Miller’s original arrangement within a folder, we retained the wording of the label she had applied to the original folder.  These are noted with “title Miller used” below in the folders.  For example, “provenance—Zuni Bracelet” is directly copied from Miller.  Dance Programs is a folder that the arrangers made of like materials from materials spread throughout the unarranged materials in the various boxes.  Generally, arrangement is chiefly chronological within the series. 

Some folders reflecting topical arrangement have been created from the extensive clippings.  
Collection Inventory
The collection is arranged in the following series:


Byrne Miller Dance Theatre


Beaufort County School District

Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Award

Personal Papers 


Photographs

Box Inventory

Box #1 

Byrne Miller Dance Theatre (BMDT),1955-2003
History of BMDT
Folder 1: “Byrne Miller Dance Theatre Bringing 25 Years of Professional Dance to the Carolina Lowcountry” and loose miscellaneous clippings.
Folder 2: Early History 1970 – 1983.



Folder 3: Early History 1985 – 1999.

Folder 4: Dance Theatre 1999.
Folder 5: "BMDT Misc.”1999.

Folder 6: "Byrne Miller Dance” (undated).


Letter 1: Form letter asking for sponsors for Byrne Miller Dance Theatre, undated.

Financial Records
Folder 7: “Dance,” 1972, BMDT operating expenditures.
Reviews and Newspaper Clippings
Folder 8: "Reviews” 1969 – 1979.

Folder 9: Other Reviews 1986 – 1983.

Folder 10: Loose clippings relating to the Byrne Miller Dance Theatre, Inc. undated.
Classes, Lectures and Workshops

Folder 11: "Lectures and workshops given by Byrne Miller” 1970 1985.
Folder 12: "Information on Byrne Miller's Modern Dance and Exercise Class" 1963 – 1984.
.Folder 13: "Printing Samples Byrne Choreography & Notes" 1965 – 1989.



Annual Board Meeting Minutes
Folder 14: "Byrne Miller Dance Theatre Annual Board Meeting Minutes" 1984 – 1988.
Folder 15: "Byrne Miller Dance Theatre Annual Board Meeting Minutes" 1988 – 1992.
Folder 16: "Byrne Miller Dance Theatre Annual Board Meeting Minutes" 1992 – 1996.
Grant Applications
Folder 17: Greater Beaufort Arts Advisory Commission Grants Applications #5, 1984 – 1985.
Folder 18: Greater Beaufort Arts Advisory Commission Grants Applications #2-8 & 10, 1984.
Scrapbooks

Scrapbook 1: “Byrne Dance Photos and Clippings, 1955-60 Scrapbook” (spiral bound notebook) mostly news clippings, contains one photographic print.

Scrapbook 2: “1969-70-71-72-73 Canaan Scrapbook” containing news clippings, programs, newsprint magazines [articles stapled or adhered with masking tape].

Scrapbook 3: “Dance from April ’79 Scrapbook” (Academic Drawing Pad, 24 sheets containing news clippings, programs, posters, news releases pasted in to the sheets. 

Scrapbook 4:“Grumbacher Artists’ Papers Scrapbook” (Charcoal Drawing Pad, 24 sheets) containing original pastel drawings, and program details for several events.

Scrapbook 5: “Summer 1974 Scrapbook” (4 sheets).

Performance Programs
Various dance companies and performances 1988 – 2003.



 (Oversized) List:
A.
Byrne Miller Dance 

1972 - 1998
  150

4/No folder


Theatre and other 

various dance companies 

advertising media of various 

sizes arranged by theatrical 

season.

B.
Byrne Miller Dance

No date
   1

4/No folder


Theatre sign

C.
Scrapbook Santa Fe,
1965 - 1966
   1

4/No folder


NM


D.
Flyers demonstrating
1975 - 1985
  60

4/1



design work

E.
Costume designs for
No dates
   7

4/2


female & male dancers 

for "Pre-Classic Suite" 

by Debbie Spitzer


B.
“Dance”


        1972

5/Ledger Book #1


Double entry ledger 12” 

x 7 ½” Byrne Miller Dance 

Theatre operating expenditures

C.
“Diary May ’81; July ’82 
1981 – 1982

5/Composition Book#1

Whittier, NC; Spoleto ’81, 

’82, ’83; 3/82 CEC 

Workshop; NCDT”

Spiral bound 9 ½” x 6” 

Box #2 List: Beaufort County School District
Byrne Miller



Dates if separate

Box# /Folder#

C.
"Project: Dance Grant  
  
1973 - 975


2/3


Application, Evaluations, 

Teaching Schedules, 


Activities"

F.
"Teaching"


  
1989 - 1990


2/6

G.
"USCB"


  
1991 - 1992


2/7

J.
"Dance Theory"

 
 1965 - 1982


2/10

P.
"ririe woodbury (sic)

  
 No dates


2/16



Dance Company




Teaching Guide for 

Dance-In-The-Schools"

A. The Reflector, (official publication of Beaufort County Schools), vol. 1, no. 4, June 1, 1972.

A.
South Carolina Council 
  
1982 - 1985


3/1


for Exceptional Children 

(SCCEC)

B.
Curriculum Vitae

  
1973 - 1991


3/2

C.
South Carolina Association       
     1982


3/3


For Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation 

and Dance (SCAHPER)

Box #3 List: 
Byrne Miller




Dates if separate
Box# /Folder#

R.
Jane Colborn



      1983


3/book


Memorial Retrospective

Byrne Miller



Dates

Items

Box# /Folder#

Box #5 List: Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Award
B. 1988-89 Elizabeth O’Neill Verner Award Recipients [program brochure] (7 copies).

C. Gift card for flowers sent to Byrne Miller by Dr. Louise T. Anders.

D. Artifacts, vol. 1, FY: 90 July/August/September 1989.

I.
Verner Award


1988 – 1989


3/8

U.
Verner Award


1982 – 1999


3/17

Byrne Miller



Dates if separate
Box#/ Media Type
A.
“1989, ’90, ’91, ‘92”

1989 – 1992

5/Columnar Pad #1


 Columnar pad 11” x 8 ½”


Mostly personal Expenses


D.
“Toll Calls 11/87-1988”
1987 – 1988

5/Composition Book#2


Spiral bound 8” x 5”

E.
“Dance Diary


1974 – 1981

5/Composition Book#3

June ’74 – May ‘81”

Spiral Bound 10 ¾” x 7 ¾”

F.
“Record of Duncan’s 
1968 – 1989

5/Composition Book#4

Illness” Spiral bound

11” x 8 ½” 

A.
“1989, ’90, ’91, ‘92”

1989 – 1992

5/Columnar Pad #1


 Columnar pad 11” x 8 ½”


Mostly personal Expenses


G.
Journal “Part I, Part II, 
1978 – 1982

5/Composition Book#5


Part III” Spiral bound 

9 ½” x 6”

H.
Spiral bound 9 ½” x 6” 
     No Date

5/Composition Book#6


Mostly personal history


And family genealogy

E. Letter: Jack [Mills] to Duncan and Byrne Miller dated 7 Jan. 1987.

F. Unsigned pencil sketch of Byrne Miller dated 8-27-78 Savannah.

N.
The Dance Notebook 

1990 – 1999


3/book


An Illustrated Journal with Quotes

G. Letter: Jack [Mills] to Duncan and Byrne Miller dated 7 Jan. 1987.

D.
"Byrne - Personal Odd  
  
1988 - 1991


2/4


'N' Ends"

H.
"Employment B & D"
  
1964 - 1967


2/8

L.
"Byrne History"

 
 1932 - 1989


2/12

M.
"Byrne - History"

 
 1972 - 2003 


2/13

N.
"Byrne - 1987 Party


 1996 - 1997


2/14


& Tribute"

E.
Byrne – Future Plans

1965 – 1994


3/5

& Gifts

J.
Insurance on House


2001 – 2002


3/9

S.
Work before 1965


1953 – 1963


3/15

Q.
Commendations


      1978


3/14

Photographs
I.
From Magnetic Album



Box#/ Folder#/ Media
a.
Byrne Miller  - Verner Award

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#1

b.
Byrne Miller  & Gov. Campbell 

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#2

- Verner Award

c.
Byrne Miller with dance group

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#3

d.
Byrne Miller with Kendall Levin

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#4

e.
Byrne Miller with 4 male dancers,

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#5

(3copies) inscription on back of one

- Santa Fe “the walls Between”

f.
Byrne Miller  




5/ Folder#1/ Photo#6

g.
Byrne Miller teaching about ’68

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#7&8

in Santa Fe, NM

h.
Byrne Miller – “Dance Director at 

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#9

at work” L.toR. Byrne Miller, Kitty

Mccann [in mirror] Jack Mills

i. Press release for August 25, 1983 
5/ Press Release#1

to go with a photo of Byrne Miller in 

costume while teaching Bible stories 

(no photo that fits the description)

j.
Byrne Miller in dance position 

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#10

k.
Photo of Byrne Miller taken in  

5/ Folder#1/ Photo#11

Santa Fe, NM 1966

l. 
Provenance—Zuni Bracelet” containing 1 color photographic print
m.
Large matted photo of Byrne Miller
5/ Folder#2/ Photo#1

in dance position

J.
Dance Photographs – Byrne Miller

Box#/ Folder# 
a.
Duncan Miller and Ann Carver

5/ Folder#3/ Photo#1

b.
BJ’s class “Lobeco”



5/ Folder#3/ Photo#2

c.
untitled




5/ Folder#3/ Photo#3-14

d. untitled - Duncan Miller (?) and 

5/ Folder#3/ Photo#15

Ann Carver (?)





e.
untitled – color- Byrne & (?)

5/ Folder#3/ Photo#16

f.
“sea islander”



5/ Folder#3/ Photo#17

g.
untitled




5/ Folder#3/ Photo#18-19

h.
Byrne Miller Dancer’s “note (?) crops”
5/ Folder#3/ Photo#20

i.
untitled




5/ Folder#3/ Photo#21-29

j.
Samson the Nazarite


5/ Folder#3/ Photo#30

k.
untitled




5/ Folder#3/ Photo#31

K.
Envelope of photos & negatives


Box#/ Folder#/ Media
a.
Photos of artwork on wall,


5/ Folder#4/ Photo#1-8


writing on envelope says 

“These are photos of Dee Church 

my (painter?) cousin” “Dee Church”

b.
Negatives of artwork on walls,

5/ Folder#4/Negative#1-12


writing on envelope says 

“These are photos of Dee Church 

my (painter?) cousin” “Dee Church”

L.
Photo Albums



Box#/ Album#/ Total # Photos
a.
Byrne’s Classes at Battery 

5/ Album#1/ Photo#1-24

Creek 1991, with inscription 

on inside cover “Oct  14 – 25, 

1991, To Mrs. Miller with all our

 love, The Battery Creek School”

(loose in back of album 4 students)

5 ¾” x 4”

b. “Byrne’s 87th Birthday Party, 

5/ Album#2/ Photo# 1-40

November 3 1996, Oyster Roast 

& Shrimp Boil” (4 empty pages)

6 ½” x 5”

c. “Byrne’s 90th Birthday Party, 

5/ Album#3/ Photo# 1-30

November 1999” (69 empty pages)

6 ½” x 5”

d. “Tribute April 20, 1997 - Schools 

5/ Album#4/ Photo 1-28

organized by Jo Ann Graham – 

Dance Theatre Reception at Orral 

Anne’s” (78 empty pages)

9 ¼” x 7”

V.
Photographs



 1920's - 1930's

2/22

D.
“Dance Pictures Santa 
  
1968 – 1985


3/4

Fe & early Beaufort” 

Album

F.
Negatives 



    No dates


3/No folder

K.
Magnetic album Beaufort 

1974 – 1974


3/10

early teaching

M.
Photographs (loose)

 No dates


3/11

