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Biographical Note: 

Nancy Ann Ciehanski (B. 1930), an Hilton Head Island resident from 1979 to 1999, served her community during the critical transition of the area from an unincorporated portion of Beaufort County into an incorporated municipality in 1983.  Her papers document the political landscape of Hilton Head Island and Beaufort County leading up to the first municipal elections of the Town government, 1980-1984.  

Nancy Ann Ciehanski was born in     , a daughter of ……  She married Robert J. Ciehanski in … She served as Clerk to the City Council of Middleburg Heights, Ohio,   Upon her arrival on Hilton Head Island in 1979, she worked as an Administrative Assistant to Charles E. Fraser.  
She served on at least ten community groups, several of which painstakingly investigated the incorporation of Hilton Head Island into a municipality.  She was most involved with the Beaufort County Joint Planning Commission (JPC), League of Women Voters, and the Hilton Head Island Town Council.  Other interests included environmental protection and the control of development upon Hilton Head and Daufuskie Islands.  
She was appointed to the Beaufort County Joint Planning Commission, Island Commission in 1979, was elected to serve on the Town of Hilton Head Island’s first municipal council becoming Mayor pro tempore in 1983, and was actively involved with environmental groups and the Hilton Head Island Member-at-Large Unit of the League of Women Voters.  She was first appointed to the Town of Hilton Head Planning Commission in July 1991, re-appointed for an additional three year term in May 1994, but she left in September 1995 to become a Director on the Public Service District #1 Board of Directors.  

Ciehanski and her husband, Robert, moved to Sun City, Hilton Head in 1999 where she continued to be actively involved in politics.  She founded the Sun City, Hilton Head Republican Club, volunteered her services on the Citizen Advisory Committee for the Savannah River Site and continued to encourage women to seek public office through her service on the South Carolina Advocates for Women on Boards and Commissions.  
Scope and Content Note: 
The collection consists of 3.0 linear feet of material, 6 magnetic cling scrapbook volumes, dating chiefly from 1981 to 1984, documenting Ciehanski’s political involvement with various planning committees and groups and the subsequent creation of the Town of Hilton Head Island.  
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This collection is significant because a locally important political player compiled and commented on the transformation of Hilton Head Island from a disjointed series of housing developments -- generally gated communities of newly retired and relocating residents -- into a municipality.  Her handwritten notes and comments regarding specific committee actions, campaign brochures from candidates offering to serve on the first Town Council, and numerous news clippings from area newspapers that describe the political landscape leading up to the first municipal elections of the nascent Town of Hilton Head Island.  
Much of the collection has been photocopied onto archival bond paper.  In some cases, the original damaged document has been retained due to preserve her penciled notes along margins of agendas and presentation materials.  Sometimes, her penciled notes are in shorthand script.  Arrangement is chiefly chronological within the series. 
Collection Inventory
The collection is arranged in the following series:

Beaufort County Joint Planning Commission


Hilton Head Island Commission


Incorporation of Hilton Head Island


First Municipal Town Council Campaign

Hilton Head Town Council, 1984-1985


Personal Papers, 1985-2001


Scrapbooks

Box Inventory
Box 1: 

Beaufort County Joint Planning Commission (JPC), 1969, bulk 1981-1983 


Correspondence, 1982-1983



Development Standards Ordinance, 1981-1982

Hilton Head Island Commission, 1982-1983


Folder 1: Agendas and Minutes, January 1982-May 1982



Folder 2: Agendas and Minutes, June 1982 – July 1982

Major topics include activities associated with her work on the Environmental Committee, news clippings about the Joint Planning Commission, the moratorium on development under the authority of the JPC, and news clippings relating to several reported sexual assaults on Hilton Head Island. Key persons mentioned in the materials are: Gen. W.N. Redling, Chair, Charles Gatch, Executive Director; Arthur Horne, Beaufort County Council Chairman, Grady Thomas, and Building Inspector, Arthur Cummings all on the Joint Planning Commission.  Members of the Hilton Head Island Commission also figure prominently within 
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the documents in this folder.  They are: Donald V. Bennett, Chair, Fred Hack, Charles Hausserman, Grant Morehouse, and Betty Olson.  



Folder 3: Agendas and Minutes, August 1982-September 1982

Major topics involve discussions regarding the aesthetics of Hilton Head Island:  limiting roadside vendors, semantics concerning the use of certain terms, e.g., “setback,” “impervious, “open space,” in development standards.  



Folder 4:  Correspondence, September 1982

a) Correspondence with US Secretary of the Interior James W. Watt, regarding the Hilton Head Island Commission’s opposition to the retraction of the Coastal Barriers Task Force recommendation that Daufuskie island be designated as a undeveloped coastal barrier island. 
Municipal Campaign Materials, 1983

b) Correspondence of the HHIC with Henry Chambers, Mayor of Beaufort, who proposes an ad hoc committee to advocate the interests of the county’s urban centers, i.e., Beaufort, Port Royal, Bluffton, and Hilton Head, at the County level.  


Folder 5:  Agendas and Minutes, October 1982-December 1982

Major topics include the “Coastal Resources Act,” water as resource, and enforcement of the fire code on Hilton Head Island.  The Year End Report (dated December 20, 1982) of the Hilton Head Island Commission to Grady Thames, Chairman of the Beaufort County Council is included. 


Folder 6:  Agendas and Minutes, January 1983-August 1983
Major topics of discussion are the development of a Comprehensive Sewer and Water Plan and the creation of the Hilton Head Island Utility Commission.



Folder 7: Undated Resource Materials

Mainly clippings and brochures on land use planning, local education, and environmental conservation.  
Incorporation of Hilton Head Island, 1974-1983
Mainly study materials on options and matters to consider on the matter of incorporation.  Ciehanski makes many underlines, red marks, and notes on agendas and committee minutes as well as on position statements from organizations such as the League of Women Voters, the Hilton Head Island Committee for Incorporation, Self-Determination Committee of the Hilton Head Island Chamber of Commerce, and the Committee on Community Government.  

Dr. Horace Fleming conducted the study summarized in “Hilton Head Island Government: Analysis and Alternatives, II: An Update of Hilton Head Island Government: Analysis and Alternatives (1974).  Summary of Findings:  Committee on Community Government Options, July 1978.  

First Municipal Town Council Campaign, 1983


Folder 1:  Speeches

Folder 2:  Clippings 
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Hilton Head Island Town Council, 1984-1985


Folder 1:  Agendas and minutes, 1984 

Folder 2:  Agendas and minutes, 1985

Folder 3: Nantucket Land Bank Commission, 1984
Box 2: 

Personal Papers, 1985-2001
Although Ciehanski did not hold elective public office during this period, her political activities demonstrated a continued interest in development and water supply issues.  She was also an active member of the South Carolina Advocates for Women on Boards and Commissions from 1991- 2001.  Key persons mentioned are:  Louise M. Crosby, Harriet Keyserling, Libby Johnson, John Rahenkamp, and William E. Issel.  
Miscellaneous Publications

a) Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Hilton Head Island Final Draft Prepared by John Rahenkamp & Associates 31 October 1985

b) Hilton Head Island Cross Island Corridor Study Phase II Summary Detailed Evaluation of Alternatives, December 1985
Box 3: 

Scrapbooks



Scrapbook 1: 1982


Scrapbook 2: Town Council Campaign, 1983



Scrapbook 3: Hilton Head Town Council Coverage


Scrapbook 4: Hilton Head Town Council Coverage January 14, 1985 –February 13, 1985



Scrapbook 5: Hilton Head Town Council Coverage September 16, 1985 –December 3, 1985


Scrapbook 6: Town of Hilton Head Island Planning Commission 1991-1994
