Let's Do Dewey


	
	Dewey Duck
	


	Melvil Dewey




	
	Click on the appropriate Dewey to begin the Library exercise on the Dewey Decimal Classification System.



  

	
	Middle Tennessee State University 
Todd Library 3/97 
Murfreesboro, TN 37132  

List of Topics

To begin this library exercise, go to What is a call number? If you wish information on just one topic, choose from the list below. 
  
  

  Melvil Dewey 

  What is a call number? 

  Dewey Decimal Classification System 

  Exercise 1 

Melvil Dewey

American librarian Melvil Dewey, born Melville Louis Kossuth Dewey, in Adams Center, N.Y., on Dec. 10, 1851, d. Dec. 26, 1931, is best known as the inventor of what came to be called the Dewey Decimal System of Classification, which is used in most local and school libraries to catalogue books. Devised in 1876 as a system for small libraries, it has the advantage of a limited number of general categories and short call-numbers. The system is based on ten classes of subject (000-999), which are then further subdivided. Dewey also promoted the use of the metric system, helped found the American Library Association in 1876, and edited Library Journal (1876-81) and Library Notes (1886-98). When Dewey created Columbia University's School of Library Economy in 1887, he began the field of library science in the United States. 

Bibliography: Rider, Fremont, Melvil Dewey, ed. by Lee Ash (1944; repr. 1972); Stevenson, Gordon, and Kramer-Greene, Judith, eds., Melvil Dewey: The Man and the Classification (1983); Vann, Sarah K., Melvil Dewey (1977) 
1New Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, Release 6, Version 6.02 

What is a call number?

Every book in the library is given a unique call number to serve as an address for locating the book on the shelf. The call number itself is composed of two parts--Dewey Decimal Classification and the Cutter number or book number. 
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Dewey Decimal Classification

The dewey decimal system coordinates materials on the same subject and on related subjects to make items easier to find on the shelves by using a combination of letters and numbers. 

 The Dewey system has ten main classes, which are listed below. 

· 000 Generalities  

· 100 Philosophy and Psychology 

· 200 Religion 

· 300 Social Science 

· 400 Language 

· 500 Natural Science and Mathematics 

· 600 Technology (Applied Sciences) 

· 700 Arts 

· 800 Literature 

· 900 Geography and History 

Each of the above classes each have ten divisions

 HYPERLINK "http://www.snc.edu/library/ddc.htm" . These divisions are further divided--and then further divided. Each division becomes more specific. The more numbers, the more specific the subject. In this way, the Dewey classification system progresses from the general to the specific. For a detailed summary for each number see theDewey Decimal Classification System The decimal place is used to make the number even more specific. 

 Let's see if we can catch a butterfly. 
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To find the classification number for butterflies, we need to start with the class for natural sciences the 500's This means that the first number of the call number will be a 5 
Let's look at the ten divisions of this 500 class.  

  510 Mathematics 

  520 Astronomy 

  530 Physics 

  540 Chemistry 

  550 Earth Sciences 

  560 Paleontology 

  570 Life Sciences 

  580 Botanical Sciences 

  590 Zoological Sciences 


Butterflies will be classified under the Zoological Sciences 590 Now we know that the second number of the call number will be a 9 Let's see the divisions of the 590's to find the next number.  

Zoological Sciences

The Zoological Sciences, the 590's, are divided into ten divisions also. 

  591 Zoology 

  592 Invertebrates 

  593 Protozoa 

  594 Mollusa 

  595 Other Invertebrates (worms and insects) 

  596 Vertebrates 

  597 Fishes 

  598 Reptiles and Birds  

  599 Mammals 


Insects, including butterflies would be under 595.Now we have the first three numbers of the call number 595 The 595's are further divided by the use of decimals to specify what type of insects.---Beginning to get the picture.......


	
	500--Natural Science 
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590--Zoological Sciences 
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595--Other invertebrates 
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595.7--Insects 
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595.78--Lepidoptera 
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595.789--Butterflies[image: image9.png]
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REMEMBER: The more numbers, the more specific. REMEMBER: When filing in a decimal system, file digit by digit--not by whole number. 
Look at this example: 

  331 

  331.01 

  331.011 

  331.016 

  331.02 

  331.026 

  331.041 

  331.04136 

  331.042 

  331.1 

  331.198 

  331.2 


Now you try,  

Exercise 1

Which call number comes first? 
  
  

  311.0942 

  311.07 

  311.116 

  311.2 

  311.018 

  311.126 


